
 

Q & A with Special Supporters John and Sue Gibbs 

 

You have been called "women's basketball's biggest fans" -- how did you become such big 
fans? Where and when did that start?  
 
John: In March 2001, I went to my first women’s basketball game ever.  It was the 2nd round of the 
NCAA tournament and Oklahoma was hosting Stanford. Sold out game. Standing room only. What an 
exciting game! (Sue was not there. John went on the advice of a friend). The next weekend, I watched 
the Sweet 16 games on TV. Southwest Missouri vs. Duke—this was the game where Jackie Stiles 
broke the single season scoring record—she scored 41 points, and they knocked Duke out of the 
tournament. The next season (2001-02), we became Oklahoma Women’s Basketball Season ticket 
holders. Sherri Coale had a pre-season get-together at Bob’s BBQ. Less than 40 people attended (6 
years later, there were over 800 people at the same event), she said OU was starting a Fast Break 
Club. I became a Board member. This was the season Oklahoma had Stacey Dales and they advanced 
to the National Championship game against UConn. It was several years later that Sue also became 
very interested and women’s basketball started to become a passion for both of us. We became more 
involved with the OU Fast Break Club and we have been season ticket holders ever since.  
 
You are incredible supporters of the Kay Yow Cancer Fund, why is the Fund so important to 
you?  
 
Sue: The Kay Yow Cancer Fund is important because so many women are affected by cancer, not just 
breast cancer.  We have got to get a handle on it. Research is so important! 
John: Kay Yow was tied into women’s basketball and we are huge fans of women’s basketball. We met 
the leadership of the Kay Yow Cancer Fund and most of them are very deeply rooted in women’s 
basketball. So, it is a meshing of things that are important to us and to the Fund. 
 
Through the Kay Yow Cancer Fund, you have had “behind-the-scenes” access to some amazing 
moments in women's basketball... what is your favorite?   
 
John: My favorite experience of all time was going to the 2011 Women’s Final Four as guests of Marsha 
Sharp (who was then the Executive Director of the Kay Yow Cancer Fund). The Fund took us 
everywhere at the Final Four. The Kay Yow Cancer Fund VIP Experience in 2011 was a turning point 
for us—our interest level in women’s basketball took a huge jump at that point. Meeting all of the 
coaches, announcers and women’s basketball personalities was awesome! 
 
Sue: After that, we felt like all the coaches we met were our friends, so we wanted to go see them play!  
So now after being with the Kay Yow Cancer Fund for so long, the Fund has introduced us to so many 
people and players. The Final Four was, for us, like going to Disneyland!  It was our best time ever!  
 



John: Since then, we have had a lot of wonderful times.  Debbie Antonelli has taken it upon herself to 
take us to games that she is announcing—we have a great time. Last year, we went to the Middle 
Tennessee State game and then to Louisville. This year we went to NC State’s Play4Kay game then 
on to Ohio State/Maryland. Dee Kantner officiated both the NC State and the Ohio State games.  We’ve 
seen her so many times around the nation that she waves at us now when she sees us! 
 
This year, we had an amazing experience -- Because of Jackie Stiles being instrumental in getting us 
interested in the beginning, we were so excited when, a few years ago, through the Kay Yow Cancer 
Fund, we were able to meet Jackie. This year we helped with her statue and tribute. It was so cool! 
 
Sue: We are personally so proud to be involved with Jackie Stiles’ statue and tribute, she is so 
deserving.  
 
John: Meeting Jeff Walz was another favorite. He spent an incredible amount of time with us.  Jeff 
picked us up at the airport at 9:30 at night and took us to dinner. Then he took us to shoot around the 
next morning at 8 a.m., followed by breakfast with the team, a personal tour of the arena and he brought 
us into the locker room prior to the game.  He gave us courtside seats and took us to dinner after the 
game with his family.  Incredible! He really rolled out the red carpet for us! 
 
What is one thing you wish more people knew about the Kay Yow Cancer Fund?  
 
Sue: I wish they knew that if they are going to give money to a cancer fund, the Kay Yow Cancer Fund 
is the best one to give it to. I know for a fact that the Kay Yow Cancer Fund doesn’t waste money. 
 
Is there anything else you would like the women’s basketball community to know?  

John: Our love for women’s basketball started with Oklahoma.  We have funded a scholarship at 

Oklahoma and we helped with the remodeling of the women’s basketball offices several years ago.  We 

are also in the Fast Break Club (both John and Sue have been on the Board and, at one point, John 

was President) -- We have been involved with the Fast Break Club since 2001. The club has raised 

over $1.5 million for Oklahoma women’s basketball.  

Everyone in women’s basketball has been so good to us. We have so many wonderful memories. It is 

hard to pick out just a handful to highlight, but we just feel so blessed to call so many wonderful people 

in women’s basketball friends. 


